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           Press Release
3rd May 2011


Heritage Lottery Fund support Byker Wall Estate project
The architectural and community heritage of the Byker Wall Estate in Newcastle is to be collated and celebrated following a Heritage Lottery Fund grant of £75,000 announced today.  The grant to Northern Architecture is to deliver a community project in the Byker Wall Estate to enable the residents to establish a Byker archive, an exhibition and visitor and ‘living on the estate’ guides.  

Northern Architecture, the architecture centre for the North East, will work with residents to establish a new community group to deliver the project that will include a programme of activities for residents, such as photography and film making workshops and training in archiving and cataloguing provided by Newcastle City Library Service.  The group will establish a heritage and community archive featuring design and architectural items along with personal memorabilia, photographs and newly produced videos and oral recordings of what it is like to live in the Byker Wall Estate.  Items from the archive will then be exhibited in a new Byker Visitors Centre for residents and visitors to find out more about the development of and life in, the estate.  Finally, the group will produce a residents guide and a visitors walking guide to Byker.












/conts.

Carol Botten, Director at Northern Architecture said:

“The Byker Wall Estate is one of the North East’s finest architectural treasures and we are delighted that this grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund will enable us to work with residents from the estate to discover more and celebrate this unique heritage along with offering them creative activities and skills training.  The estate attracts hundreds of visitors every year and the project will create resources such as the archive, exhibition and guides that will provide information for visitors and residents alike.”

If interested residents would like more information about the Byker Archive and Heritage Project please call Northern Architecture on 0191 2602191 or visit the website www.northernarchitecture.com

ENDS

Editor’s notes

1) Contact for more information and photos:

Carol Botten T: 0191 2602191 E: carol@northernarchitecture.com/ 

2) Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) sustains and transforms a wide range of heritage for present and future generations to take part in, learn from and enjoy.  From museums, parks and historic places to archaeology, natural environment and cultural traditions, we invest in every part of our diverse heritage.  HLF has supported 33,900 projects, allocating £4.4billion across the UK.  Website: www.hlf.org.uk
3) Photos attached:  The Byker Wall Estate (Byker2.jpg)
4) About Northern Architecture:  Promoting better places in the North East...

Northern Architecture’s public role is to raise expectations of architecture and design, stimulate debate and provide opportunities for people to become involved in the process of making architecture and public space in the North East of England. It champions for high quality standards in the built environment and cares about providing the appropriate information to enable people to get involved with architecture in society.

Northern Architecture is supported by Arts Council England.

For further information about Northern Architecture please visit <http://www.northernarchitecture.com/> alternatively you can call (0191) 260 2191.
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